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PREFACE.

and issued as a pamphlet, appeared at irregular

intervals in the Bury Times, under the heading
‘“ Stand Grammar School : Some Masters and Scholars
—By W.H.” W.H. are the initials of William
Hewitson, who probably knows more about our district
than anyone, since he is a Lancastrian who loves to find
out all he can concerning his native shire.

T HESE articles, which are now collected together

The articles are in no sense a history of the School,
but they do contain a good many facts which cannot be
found elsewhere, and which may serve hereafter as
valuable material to anyone who writes the history of
Stand Grammar School. We cannot bear to think of
‘“ Masters and Scholars ’’ consigned to the dreary limbo
of the newspaper file, given over to the dust and the
mice, so we give them their place in the sun by putting
them into this little book in the hope that they may
receive a welcome from the friends of the school, who
will look on them with kindly eye and find them a
resting-place on the bookshelves around their fireplaces.

Their publication is a venture, but it is felt that all
friends of the School will take a copy if for no other
reason than for Auld Lang Syne. And again, may not
a few Old Standians, who are interested and who are
blessed in the matter of this world’s goods, be moved
to contribute to the cost of this essay something over
and above the published price of sixpence? We thin'z so.

In conclusion, we are grateful to Mr. William
Hewitson for so kindly placing his articles at the service
of the School and for watching over them on their
journey through the press.

GEORGE LONGMAN.
Springfield, Stand,
Christmas, 1915,
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1.

; OR the name of an early head master of Stand
Grammar School, whose name has not appeared
hitherto in any of the fragmentary historical refer-

ences to that school, I am indebted to Mr. Ernest Axon,

who fills an important position in connection with the

Manchester Corporation libraries and is a member of the

Council of the Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian

Society, whose published ‘¢ Transactions ’’ are enriched

by many of his contributions. Writing to me with

regard to a number of letters addressed to boys named

Nicholson at Stand School in the third and fourth

decades of the eighteenth century (for the publication

of which letters I have been very kindly granted per-
mission by Mr. Francis Nicholson, The Knoll, Winder-
mere, ex-president of the Manchester Literary and

Philosophical Society), Mr. Axon says :—

I hawve just got copy of a will from the Chester
Registry which gives the name of a schoolmaster at
Stand, or rather, what 1 suppose is the same thing,
at Pilkington. I wish I had known it in time for the
book [i.e., ‘“ The Older Nonconformity in Kendal :
A history of the Unitarian Chapel in the Market

- Place, with transcripts of the registers, and Notices
of the Nomnconformist Academies of Richard Frank-
land, M.A., and Caleb Rotheram, D.D.,’’ by Francis
Nicholson and Ernest Axon, and published in March
last]. It is the will of Samuel Lowe (p. 569 of
‘“ Kendal ’’), and his executor was ‘‘ my brother-in-
law Isaac Antrobus of Pilkington, schoolmaster.”’
It is dated 12 April, 1709. Isaac Antrobus is named
on p. 600 of ‘‘ Kendal,’”’ but not knowing it at the
time we do not mention his Pilkington connection.



O

ISAAC ANTROBUS, SCHOOLMA S TR,

In the book referred to, Isaac Antrobus is mentioned
as having been admitted to the Rev. Richard Frank-
land’s academy on March drd, 1695-6, and the following
information about him is given :—

Son of Isaac Antrobus, of Nether Knutsford,
skinner. The father was a friend of Matthew Henry,
and was a leading Nonconformist in Knutsford. The
chapel there was built in 1694 on his property, and
he was one of the principal contributors to its cost.
The son, Frankland’s scholar, who is described as
Isaac Antrobus of Nether Knutsford, gentleman,
granted a new lease to the chapel trustees in 1733.
He was a schoolmaster at Knutsford, and died 28th
April, 1734, aged 56. In Knutsford chapel, where
he was buried, there is a brass with a culogistic
inscription in Latin. :
On another page in the same book it is mentioned

that Samuel Lowe entered Frankland’s academy on
February 5th, 1687-8; that he may be identical with the
Mr. Lowe who was ordained at Prestwich either in
1694 or 1695 (vide Newcome’s Autobiography ’’ and
Hunter’s ‘“ Life of Oliver Heywood ’’); that he married
Katharine Antrobus, sister of Isaac the schoolmaster ;
that he was minister at Chorlton, and afterwards at
Knutsford, 1696 to 19th April, 1709, when he died at
the age of 40, and was buried in Knutsford Chapel.

In the diary of the eminent Nonconformist divine,
Matthew Henry, it is written :—

April 19, 1709. 1 hear of the death of my dear
friend and brother, Mr. Samuel Low. . . z On
the twenty-first I went early to Knutsford to Mr.
Low’s funeral, a faithful minister, aged about 39, of
whom the world was not worthy ; he had been about
13 years at Knutsford. . . . Great breaches
made upon that congregation this last year : this is
the third funeral out of the same house in less than
a year, old Mr. Isaac Antrobus, his eldest son, and
now Mr. Low his son-in-law.

How long Mr. Antrobus remained at Stand School I
do not know. He afterwards conducted a school at
Knutsford, and ‘‘ boarded > a number of his pupils,
who included the sons of Nonconformists, both minis-
terial and lay. He appears to have removed from
Stand prior to 1720, for in what is known as the






































































































